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Student pleads not guilty to drugs, indecent exposure
Peter Friesen

Montana Kaimin
A University of Montana
student charged with indecent exposure on March 20
appeared in Missoula County District Court on Tuesday
and pleaded not guilty to six
charges against him, including
possession of ketamine.
Cole Francisco, 22, was
charged with four counts of
indecent exposure, two of
which were felonies, and one
charge of attempted indecent
exposure. Francisco faced
an additional felony charge

for criminal possession of
dangerous drugs after police
searched his car and found
ketamine, a common date rape
drug, and a gun.
Francisco was originally
charged with three counts of
indecent exposure, including
one felony charge. Francisco

and his attorney, Brian Yowell,
weren’t aware of the additional
charges against Francisco until
the arraignment.
Yowell requested Francisco’s
bail be lowered from $125,000
to $5,000. He argued that
$125,000 was too high, because
Francisco couldn’t afford it and

Left: Judge Karen
Townsend presides
over her court on
Tuesday. Right:
Cole Francisco
(left) appears
in court next to
his lawyer Brian
Yowell.

a murder suspect had been
given a $30,000 bail the week
before. The state countered
with a request to increase the
bond to $175,000 because of
the additional charges that
were presented. Judge Karen
Townsend left the bail at the
original $125,000 because she
felt it was a
com mu n it y
safety issue.
O
n
Yowe l l’s
request,
To w n s e n d

repealed the requirement that
Francisco take a Montana
Sex
Offender
Treatment
Association
psychological
exam if he posts bail and is
released. Yowell argued the
exam was too expensive for
Francisco to cover out of pocket.
Townsend recommended the
exam should be taken for trial
evidence.
Francisco’s omnibus hearing
is set for May 5. The hearing
will set the details and terms of
his trial.
peter.friesen@umontana.edu
@peter_friesen

Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin

Dude, where’s my Kaimin?
Gwen Florio

for the Montana Kaimin
The Montana Kaimin has
ceased its four-day-a-week
publication to a once-weekly
newspaper through the end of
the school year, in an effort to
stave off looming debt.
University of Montana students returning from spring
break found empty newspaper
racks or outdated Kaimins on
Tuesday, when the paper normally begins its print cycle. The
paper’s website, montanakaimin.com, displayed a red banner
saying “The Kaimin will not
publish today, more information will follow in Wednesday’s
print edition.”
“It was really shocking,”
Kaimin Editor-in-Chief Ric
Sanchez said, of the realization
that the paper could not print
Tuesday-Friday through semester’s end without incurring
$22,000 in debt. “But that shock
happened only for a moment.
Then it became, ‘We need to fix
this now.’”
While Monday’s decision to
halt all but weekly publication
was a surprise to many — including most Kaimin staffers
— the paper’s financial shakiness was not. The paper began

Volume CXVI Issue 86

the school year by borrowing
$25,000 from ASUM to cover
last year’s debt.
Both Marlene Hendrickson,
ASUM fund accountant, and
Nick McKinney, Kaimin business manager, attributed the
debt in large part to the same
devastating drop in ad revenue that plagues newspapers
around the country. Declining
enrollment also hit hard.
The majority of the Kaimin’s
budget comes from tuition and
ASUM fees — specifically, a $5
portion of those fees allocated
to the paper. Last year, those
fees totaled $112,556, down
from a recent high of $126,625
in 2012. This school year, the
Kaimin reaped $107,669 from
student fees.
The declining enrollment
affects every student group on
campus that is funded by tuition and student fees.
But the Kaimin was also hit
by a drop in display ad revenue from $82,378 last year to
$62,530 so far this year, a 24.1
percent plunge, compared to
the 4.34 percent drop in total
student fees.
Hendrickson
said
she
sent emails on March 19 to
McKinney, Sanchez, Kaimin
Office Manager Ruth Johnson
and Kaimin Adviser Nadia

White, notifying them there
was only $14,000 in the Kaimin
fund balance.
“Is everyone confident we
are on track to end the fiscal
year with a positive balance?”
she wrote.
Hendrickson said she and
White also discussed the paper’s financial situation over
spring break.
When classes resumed Monday, Sanchez called an emergency meeting of the paper’s
editors.
It was a somber gathering.
Sanchez laid out the numbers.
“There was a lot of confusion, a lot of ‘How did this happen?’ … but I left the meeting
feeling pretty good,” he said.
“We’re making sure the Kaimin will get a good start next
year.”
The move to print once
weekly presages plans for next
year’s redesigned Kaimin,
which will feature a weekly
newspaper and daily website
updates. [See Sanchez’s editorial,
page 3]
But for the rest of this year,
the Kaimin staff took pay cuts
and also agreed to volunteer
some of their time. Johnson voluntarily cut her weekly hours
from 30 to 20.
“The business side was tell-

Student newspaper makes changes
to prevent budget collapse

ing the newsroom all year long
that we couldn’t afford to print
four days a week,” she said
Tuesday.
Hendrickson stressed that
the situation “is not because
anybody did anything wrong.”
“My heartfelt view is that
they have tried to be as responsible as they could,” she said.

A LARGER ISSUE
The
Kaimin’s
financial
woes, especially in terms of ad
revenue, are common to newspapers around the country,
which have endured round after round of layoffs, adding up
to thousands of jobs.
College papers are not immune. The College Media Matters blog, which tracks student
newspapers, highlights numerous school papers with similar
issues. The University of Virginia’s Cavalier was said to be
in “critical financial condition”
last May, the Daily Texan reported “life-or-death” troubles
a year earlier, while the American University student newspaper considered going online
only to save printing costs.
Last fall, the Kaimin cut
costs by slicing its print run
from 4,000 papers to 2,500, and
stopped distributing at several
locations around Missoula.
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It wasn’t enough.
“I would have liked to have
seen something earlier,” McKinney said.
He pushed last fall to go
to three days a week with the
print newspaper, he said.
But, Sanchez said, “When
you cut publication days, there
needs to be an editorial decision behind it. … Editorial consistency is important to readers.”
Both news and business
staffers said there could be better communication between
the paper’s news and business
operations. In news organizations, those staffs traditionally operate at arms length, as a
way of maintaining editorial
independence from advertisers.
John Cribb was the Kaimin’s business manager during
the 2007-08 school year, back
when the paper was still flush
with cash. Cribb said he generally knew that the newspaper
had enough money to pay its
bills, but that he had little in
the way of hard numbers. Even
then, the distance between the
Kaimin and ASUM left him
queasy, he said.
“I’m not surprised at all,”
said Cribb, now the publisher
See KAIMIN, page 8

@MontanaKaimin
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Montanans, UM students still drink and drive

UM

41.2%
5.1%

Montana

3.4%

of students surveyed at UM
reported they drove after
consuming alcohol in the
last 30 days

21.4%

said they drove after five or
more drinks

based on a study by Curry Health Center, 2012

of adults reported driving
after drinking too much
the rate of alcohol-related
driving fatalities per
100,000 people ages 21-24
in Mont. in 2012

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2012

United States

6.7%

the rate of alcohol-related driving fatalities per
100,000 for people ages 21-24 in the United
States in 2012.

Rylan Boggs/Montana Kaimin
Wrinkles guitarist and University of Montana student, Sanders Smith, quenches his thirst between
songs Sunday night at Stage 112.

Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 2012

Tess Haas/Montana Kaimin
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WAND
@ STAGE 112
What better way to spend a
Thursday night than being enveloped in a thick, psychedelic haze? Los Angeles’ Wand
will temporarily make you
forget that the entire state of
Montana is going to eventually be arrested for distribution
of butane hash oil with their
heavy riffs and gorgeous tone.
With FUULS, Holy Lands
and Razor//Whip.
18+. Doors at 9:00. $8.

W

hile all UM students
leap at the chance to
talk their asses off about
the importance of fresh water as
a human right for immigrantrefugees of the Democratic Republic
of Saudi Israelia, none of them seem
to give a damn about the largest
private equity firm in the world
trying to bottle and sell Missoula's
water rights. To Canada. Follow me
now into the bureaucratic nightmare
of municipal water politics.
The water that comes out of your
tap isn't owned by the community.
The money you pay for water goes
to the Mountain Water Company,
owned by the California-based Carlyle Group, the largest private equity
firm in the world.
Carlyle wants to sell Missoula's
water rights to Algonquin Power
and Utilities Corporation of Canada.
They also want to bottle Missoula's
water, immortalizing Arrowheads
of plastic for later millenia's archaeologists, outlasting the desertification we couldn't.
The mayor's office isn't keen on
any of this, and wants to wave the
wand of eminent domain to magic
our water into a holy public utility.
The city and company went to court
over the sale last year, and deliv-
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THE TO-DO LIST

DARK SIDE OF THE
FULL MOON
@ THE ROXY

4/9

St. Patrick Hospital and the
Western Montana Clinic
are sponsoring a screening
of “Dark Side of the Full
Moon,” a documentary about
maternal mental health. While
most likely not the feel-good
event of the year, it is sure to
tackle important issues and
trigger a lot of interesting
discussion.

3

HOMEGROWN
COMEDY
COMPETITION
@ THE CRYSTAL

4/10

The third and final preliminary round of Missoula’s
own comedy competition is
happening this Friday at the
Crystal. See 13 of Missoula’s
most talented (and likely
some of the least talented)
stand-up comics duke it out
for the championship title.
Show at at 8:00. $8.

18+. Doors at 7:00, show
at 9:00. $7.

A+C
Editorial

PINKY AND THE
FLOYD
@ THE VFW

4/11

Stop mourning the fact that
you will literally never see
Pink Floyd live (ever), and
soak up the next best thing
at the Top Hat this Saturday.
We all know you have a
“Dark Side of the Moon”
poster you bought from the
bookstore in your dorm, so
start acting like it.
21+. Show at 10:00. $10.

5

AS WAVES THAT SEEK
THE SHORE
@ THE MUSIC
RECITAL HALL

4/13

Listen: the music department
works really hard to put these
things on, and all the performers
probably don’t like asking their
friends to go. It’s not hard to support your friends, and it means
less grant money goes to deluxe
locker rooms. And it’s the Chamber Chorale, so it’s guaranteed to
be good.

All Ages Show at 7:30.

THE WESTERN CANNON
By Hunter Pauli

Missoula’s water debacle proves Reaganomics is still bullshit
ered closing arguments Monday
to a judge. Sale or no sale depends
on the city convincing Judge Karen
Townsend that public ownership
of the property is "more necessary"
than private ownership.
The city's attorney, Harry Schneider, says they can run the utility
cheaper to the tune of $6.9 million
a year.
"It’s not so much about private
property; it never was," Schneider
said in closing statement. "It’s more
about the money."
Actually, it's deliciously about
both private property and money,
and the ideology that conflates the
former as generating the latter.
Carlyle hasn't yielded ground,
saying they've proved they can run
water better than the city. To convince Townsend, Carlyle parachuted in expert witness and former
Reagan administration economist
Arthur Laffer, the “father of supply-side economics.” This is quite literally the guy who wrote the book
on trickle-down economics and
ruined the platform for fiscal con-
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servatism through shit math.
Carlyle paid Laffer at least $1,500
an hour for testimony and $10,000
a day for travel, up to $15,000 a day.
He testified for less than 30 minutes
but I'm sure his union rounds that
up to the full hour. If he worked for
a couple days he cleared more than
most Montanans make in a year,
and he did it by selling their water
rights.
When one of the masterminds
of modern economic inequality
says your local natural resource
shouldn't be nationalized on behalf
of the world's largest private equity
firm, skepticism is of value. Laffer’s
terrible track record is worn as a
pedigree. He is an expert witness
who's seen this all before because he
wrote the book that made it so.
A megacorp hiring a wellknown economist to help sell Montana's water to bottling Canadians
isn't just a folktale Butte parents tell
their children at bedtime. The municipal water nightmare is real.
hunter.pauli@umontana.edu
@paulimeth
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New, improved, a little early
Dear Readers,
By now, you’ve probably noticed two things: First, we didn’t
print yesterday. Second, there’s a
hell of a lot of advertisements in
your paper today. Both of these
things are manifestations of a
larger issue plaguing every single
newsroom in the country.
The way the world is presenting and selling journalism is
changing, and student papers are
not immune.
First, some background.
In February, the Montana
Kaimin paid back the first installment of a three-year loan to
cover a $25,000 debt accumulated
over three years. We were happy
to pay back the loan — we don’t
want to be in debt. This year’s

staff came up with creative solutions to produce a solvent newspaper, including cutting circulation and issues printed per day.
It also spurred discussion of
something the staff had been
contemplating for years: a weekly Kaimin news magazine. The
entire year, and especially this semester, the staff has focused on a
full-on surprise Kaimin relaunch
that was scheduled for Fall 2015,
including a new logo, color pages
and sharply student-focused stories. It’s been a semester of workshops, task forces and more page
prototypes than I can shake my
red pen at. I’m intensely proud
of the excitement my staff has
thrown into making next fall’s
weekly Kaimin a kickass product

that serves you, the students.
Then, on Monday night, as our
staff slugged away on Tuesday’s
paper, we hit a road bump.
The ASUM Publications Board
held an emergency meeting with
Kaimin leadership, where we
found if the Kaimin continued
printing daily for the remaining
three weeks of its publication
schedule, it would double the
debt next year’s staff has to repay.
The numbers are still murky,
but the symptoms are clear. University of Montana’s continued
drop in enrollment and declining
ad sales contributed to our loss in
revenue.
Student fees make up a bulk of
the Kaimin’s revenue. That’s why
the Kaimin is asking students to

vote “yes” on a $1 increase at this
year’s ASUM elections.
We’re not the only student
group affected by enrollment either. If a student group you care
about is asking for a fee increase,
whether it’s the Kaimin, KBGA
or the ASUM Childcare Center,
it’s important to vote and support
your cause.
The Board laid out some options. We could have stopped
production immediately, halting
our ability to sell ads in our most
profitable month of the semester;
we could continue as usual, and
saddle next year’s staff with more
debt; or we could jump headfirst
into the thing we’ve been planning all year.
The Board could not, in good

conscience, punish the staff
members who slaved away revitalizing the Kaimin by both leaving them with debt and stripping
their paychecks.
So we’re starting our secret
plan three weeks early. For the
remainder of the year, the Kaimin will publish one print edition
on Wednesdays and every day
online.
The staff was shocked and
confused — and then it got to
work. The suddenness isn’t ideal,
but it’s our reality. Tuesday, a majority of our staff volunteered pay
cuts or forfeited their remaining
paychecks to ensure the Kaimin’s
financial health. While we negotiated pay cuts that affected the
entire staff, we asked a reporter
See CHANGE, page 4
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CHANGE
From page 3
outside the Kaimin to cover the
story.
The paper you’re reading this
week isn’t what we have in mind
for next year. It’s sparse, crowded
and densely advertised. It’s the
result of publishing many days’
worth of ads on short notice. It’s
the result of a staff, on both the
editorial and business sides, playing the cards it’s been dealt for the
week. It’s the result of a staff, both
editorial and business, working

together and strengthening ties
to make sure we never again have
an institutional communication
failure that results in an insolvent
Kaimin.
For the remainder of the year,
we’ll experiment with new storytelling. Our weekly issue won’t be
a summary of our online content,
but its own beast, like we intend
next year. For boring, practical
reasons, we can’t yet roll out our
completely new Kaimin (so grow
fond of your final weeks of a
black-and-white paper), but we’ll

Montana Kaimin
Wednesday, April 8, 2015

start sharing the progress we’ve
made before our countdown to
relaunch. (Today, our new logo.)
This isn’t exactly how I imagined the last weeks of my tenure as editor-in-chief, but I can’t
imagine ever being more proud
of my staff. Instead of complaining about an unexpected change,
they offered to help. Instead
of thinking about themselves,
they’re doing whatever they need
to keep a 117-year-old campus institution solvent.
I’m sad to leave them, but I’m
excited for you, the readers, to see
what they have in store.
Sincerely,
Ric Sanchez, editor-in-chief
ricardo.sanchez@umontana.edu
@rcsanchez93
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NEWS

KAIMIN
From page 1
of the Carbon County News in
Red Lodge, about the Kaimin’s
staff being caught somewhat unaware this week by the severity of
the problem.
“Lack of communication was
in large part due to trying to protect that journalistic integrity. But
the Kaimin is treated as a student
business … and it has a budget
that needs oversight,” he said.
The Kaimin has proposed a $1
increase in the ASUM fee, something that students must vote to
approve.
Hugh Kingery, a senior dou-

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.

HELP WANTED
Trout Montana Fly Shop & Motel,
located on the Missouri River in
Cascade, seeks a full-time fly shop
employee for the 2015 season.
Send resume to Mike Bushly
at mike@troutmontana.com.
Questions? Call 406-468-9330.
Fun outdoor Labor
opportunity!  College Pro Painters
of Missoula has entry level
and managementopenings for
the 2015 season: $10-15/hour

montanakaimin

Office Staff

Montana Kaimin
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ble-majoring in history and Spanish education, said Tuesday he’d
support the increase.
“I had the expectation things
would get more expensive every
year, anyway,” he said.
And Bill Mead, a sophomore
majoring in media arts, said that
while he doesn’t often read the
Kaimin, he hopes it sticks around.
“It’s good practice for (journalism) students,” he said. He felt the
extra dollar would be worth it.
“I already pay $100 for a gym.
I think more people would get
more out of the Kaimin than a
gym.”
gwen.florio@umontana.edu
@GwenFlorio

kiosk

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

DOE, + Bonuses. email Jens
Davis jensdavis.cpp@gmail.com
Kingfisher Fly Shop - Looking
to fill full/part time positions for
fly shop employees. Fly fishing
/ retail experience required.
Looking for a people person with
strong customer service skills
and good local knowledge of the
rivers and hatches. Candidates
with very good language and
writing skills will have an
advantage in the selection

process. Drop off a resume at 926
E Broadway and ask for Jason.
INTERNSHIPS
Outdoor Management,
Leadership Internship: Fast
paced, high skill development,
internship for Missoula's premier
painting business. Manual
labor, painting, or construction
experience. $12-15/ hour +
bonuses. email jensdavis.
cpp@gmail.com for app.

RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$2.00 per 5-word line/day

MISCELLANEOUS
Get cash for your clothes! My
Sister's Closet is now accepting
cute name-brand spring and
summer items! Call 327-0291
or stop-in at 2001 Brooks.
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair
Free Diagnosis
Blocks from Campus www.
firstsolution.com (406) 540-1969
M&M Driving School
private lessons 317-3272

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

Cheap Charley's Mini Storage,
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full
month free with 3 months
up front. Option 2) 5% Griz
Discount off regular price with
Free signup fee! U-Haul rental
also available. (406) 721-7277
Last week to sign-up for
FREE Optimal Bear wellness
coaching focused on stress
management, nutrition, time
management, exercise, and more!
Call Kayli Julius: 243-6719.

AD REPRESENTATIVES

OFFICE ASSISTANT

OFFICE ASSISTANT

PRODUCTION

OFFICE MANAGER

Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
Meg Dowaliby

Jesse Kipp

Mackenzie Capasso

Taylor Crews

Ruth Johnson

